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Greetings! 

 

Happy New Year! We hope that you and your families enjoyed the holidays and have settled back into your routine with renewed purpose. The Grant Writers' Network is starting the new year with a "back to the basics" series of brown-bag luncheons that teach grant-writers how to address the major sections of a grant application. For expert grant writers, this will be a great opportunity to share your experiences with others. We look forward to seeing everyone! 
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2008 Ink on the Page a Great Success.
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It was standing-room only at the United Way for the 2009 "Ink on the Page" panel held on December 7. Panelists Matthew Barnes (Houston Endowment), Caroline Sabin (The Powell Foundation), Celine Meyer (St. Luke's Episcopal Health Charities) and Michael Pearson (Amegy Bank) spoke to the attendees about their organization's guidelines, grant writing pet peeves, non-profit banking and how the economy is affecting grant-making in 2009. Special thanks to the United Way for co-sponsoring this event. Ink on the Page is one of two signature events hosted by the United Way and the Grant Writers' Network of Houston every year.   

Resources for Basic Writing and Grammar

 

The English language is filled with complexities. Is it either or and neither nor? Is there a comma before and? Is it 20% or 20 percent? I before e except after...? 
 
Grammar and basic writing skills are vital for any grant writer but even the most experienced will sometimes need some help. Thankfully there are plenty of resources available to help you brush up your writing skills:
 
Leisure Learning Unlimited www.llu.com offers a great class called "Ain't Grammar Fun" - the class costs 61.00 + registration and meets Tuesday and Thursday March 17 and 19 from 6:30 - 9:30.
 
The book: "The Elements of Style" by Strunk and White is one of the best-known books on English Grammar and is frequently consulted by many professional writers. Every grant writer should have a copy in their library. The MLA (Modern Language Academy) the APA (American Psychological Association) and AP (Associated Press) also publish style guides for use in academic work or media writing. 
 
And, of course, your local Community College usually offers writing classes in both traditional and continuing education formats. 
 
Writing, like most other skills, will improve with practice so don't let your fear of writing keep you from typing out your thoughts! Draft some mock proposals and have a friend or colleague review your work for style and accuracy. Or, keep a journal. Remember: Practice makes perfect!

Resolve to Lead in 2009 (and Help Your Career While You Are At It). 

  

In uncertain economic times, many grant writers find themselves wondering if their job is secure or if they would be competitive in the job market. If you are considering a great way to boost your resume, consider serving on the Board of the Grant Writers Network. 

 

The Wall Street Journal's Career Journal stated in a recent article that serving on a board offers a professional great networking opportunities and the chance to develop new skills. In today's job market, that might give you the edge you need to advance in your job or help your resume stick out from the pile.

 

The Grant Writers Network of Houston is looking for board members. If you are interested in serving please contact Barbara Loggins, Board Chair, at bsl@strategysource1.com
We hope you enjoyed this newsletter and, as always, feel free to send us your ideas and articles.
 
Sincerely,
 

Esmeralda Valague 
Newsletter Editor and Board Member 
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